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RECOGNIZING THOMAS E. PUGH 
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CENTER IN WILKES-BARRE, 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing Thomas E. Pugh on his retirement 
from the John Heinz Rehabilitation Center in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Pugh was born in Hunlock Creek, Penn-
sylvania in 1942. 

A lifelong resident of Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. Pugh graduated from Northwest 
Area High School in Shickshinny, Pennsyl-
vania before attending the Pennsylvania State 
University where he majored in English. 

Mr. Pugh served in the United States Navy 
during the Vietnam War. 

For the past three decades, Mr. Pugh has 
worked at the John Heinz Rehabilitation Cen-
ter in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, part of the 
Allied Services network of health care and 
service organizations that provide rehabilita-
tive, vocational, home care, and residential 
services throughout Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. 

John Heinz Rehab specializes in inpatient 
rehabilitation services, particularly in the areas 
of brain injury, injured worker recovery, and 
pediatrics. 

After almost thirty years working at John 
Heinz Rehab and Allied Services, Mr. Pugh 
will retire as Senior Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer. 

Mr. Pugh’s exemplary work at John Heinz 
Rehab over the past few decades has been 
recognized throughout the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

In 2009, Mr. Pugh received the Individual 
Distinguished Service Award from the Penn-
sylvania Association of Rehabilitation Facili-
ties. 

This award recognizes an individual who, 
‘‘by an unusual act or by a significant history 
of service, has made a substantial contribution 
to the development of rehabilitation facility or 
has a marked impact on both the quality and 
quantity of services provided by rehabilitation 
programs.’’ 

Throughout his career, Mr. Pugh has also 
consistently donated his time and efforts 
throughout the community. 

He has served on the boards of the Greater 
Wilkes-Bane Association for the Blind, the 
Luzerne County Community College Founda-
tion, the Northwest Area School District, and 
the Arthritis Foundation, where he was hon-
ored as ‘‘The Community Leader of the Year’’ 
in 2006. 

Mr. Pugh has also devoted his time to as-
sisting local veterans, and has been a strong 
advocate for children suffering from autism 
and learning disabilities. 

Mr. Pugh currently resides in Hunlock 
Creek, Pennsylvania with his wife, the former 
Christine Cummings. They have four children, 
Jennifer, Sarah, Rachel, and Matthew. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the remarkable career of Mr. Thomas E. 
Pugh. Over the past three decades Mr. Pugh 
has devoted himself in many ways to improv-
ing the lives of the residents of our commu-
nity. 
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IN HONOR OF THE OBAMA WAY 
COMMITTEE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the efforts of a remarkable group of 
citizens in my Central California district. They 
are gathering today to commemorate our na-
tion’s historic election, nearly two years ago, 
of its first African-American President. No 
American could remain unmoved by this great 
historic watershed. That is particularly true in 
the California Central Coast Community of 
Seaside. 

Seaside grew up as an Army town, the 
neighboring community to Fort Ord, one of the 
U.S. Army’s largest training and operational 
bases for much of the 20th Century. That 
alone would have made Seaside much like 
any other Army town across the country—ex-
cept that Fort Ord was the first Army facility to 
desegregate following President Truman’s 
1948 executive order. So while the home 
states of many prominent Army bases re-
mained gripped by segregation, Fort Ord and 
its surrounding communities became a magnet 
for African American soldiers to serve and 
later to retire. As Seaside’s first lawyer, my fa-
ther, the late State Senator Fred Farr, rep-
resented many soldiers who wanted to avoid 
reassignment to a southern state post be-
cause they had married a white or Asian 
woman during their time in the service and 
could not return to a State where that mar-
riage was illegal. 

So the election of an African-American child 
of a mixed marriage holds a special sym-
bolism for a community that grew out the 
same hard fought tradition of multi-racial toler-
ance. Which brings me to the efforts of this re-
markable group of Seaside community mem-
bers. 

Following the election, the idea arose that 
Seaside should rename one of its primary 
thoroughfares in honor of President Obama. 
An informal committee of volunteers took the 
idea and worked through the intricacies to mu-
nicipal administration. A full name change 
posed significant challenges to the businesses 
and residents who had invested in the Street’s 
traditional name. A compromise was reached. 
So this afternoon Seaside community mem-
bers and elected leaders will gather to give 
Broadway Avenue the honorary designation of 
‘Obama Way’ in recognition of our Nation’s 
historic election of its first African-American 
President. To my knowledge this is one of the 
first such street designations in the United 
States in honor of the President, though I am 
confident that many more will follow. 

In closing, I formally recognize those leading 
citizens who played the central role in this 
small, but remarkable achievement. They in-
clude the Chairman of the Obama Way Com-

mittee LTC(R) Morris McDaniel, former Sea-
side Mayor Don Jordon, his wife Alice Jordon, 
former Councilmember and MPUSD Trustee 
Helen Rucker, the Rev. H.H. Lusk, Ruthie 
Watts, Kathy Badon, Sandra Lackey, Yolanda 
Grimble, and Carlos Ramos. Madam Speaker, 
I know that I speak for the whole House in 
commending them for their community service. 
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PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 15TH 
LITERACY AWARENESS DAY IN 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize September 15th 2010, as Lit-
eracy Awareness Day in Wheaton, Illinois, in 
the heart of my Congressional District. 

Literacy Awareness Day is an initiative of 
the non-profit group Literacy DuPage. Literacy 
DuPage reaches over 30 communities in 
DuPage County. The group’s mission is to 
change the lives of future generations by pro-
viding one-on-one English literacy tutoring for 
adults. To celebrate Literacy Awareness Day 
on September 15th, participating Wheaton 
businesses will donate a portion of their sales 
to help fund the group’s literacy programs. 

Today, we join together to celebrate Literacy 
Awareness Day and the growth and continued 
good works of Literacy DuPage. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in recognizing Sep-
tember 15th as Literacy Awareness Day in 
Wheaton, Illinois, and in wishing Literacy 
DuPage continued success. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF K–9 
SERGEANT THOMAS ‘‘TOMMY’’ 
ALEXANDER 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life of K–9 Sergeant 
Thomas ‘‘Tommy’’ Alexander, a brave and 
dedicated Rayville police officer, who was fa-
tally shot in the line of duty on September 11, 
2010 at the age of 57. 

Alexander was a devoted husband and fa-
ther of two as well as a faithful community ad-
vocate. In addition to his duties as an officer, 
he shared his talent of cooking to help local 
churches raise money and lent his time to the 
local high school by taking tickets at games 
and making travel arrangements for the foot-
ball team. A lifelong friend said it best as he 
described Alexander as a ‘‘selfless man, who 
had God in his heart.’’ 

I extend my deepest condolences to those 
he leaves behind. Words cannot express the 
depth of the loss felt by his family, friends and 
community he loved to serve. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the service and sacrifice of Tommy Alexander. 
He was a remarkable example to us all, and 
today, I salute him. 
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